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KS2 Test Timetable 2026
Date Test Timings

Monday 11th May English grammar, punctuation 

and spelling Paper 1 (GPS) 

Paper 2 (spelling)

45 minutes

20 minutes

Tuesday 12th May English Reading 60 minutes

Wednesday 13th May Maths Arithmetic Paper 1

Maths Reasoning Paper 2

30 minutes

40 minutes

Thursday 14th May Maths Reasoning Paper 3 40 minutes



Reading Paper: 60 minutes

 There are usually three unrelated reading texts. These 

usually increase in difficulty in terms of vocabulary 

and understanding.

 Some questions are multiple choice, require a shorter 

or longer response or require evidence from the text 

 Children have one hour to read and answer a range of 

questions requiring a variety of answer styles; e.g. 

multiple choice, short line answers and several line 

answers in which they may be asked to justify an 

opinion or explain an author’s choice of language.



Reading test 

example
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Spelling test

The spelling test contains 20 words, 
lasting about 15 minutes

Many of the words tested contain 
‘tricks’ e.g. silent letters, double 
letters, homophones, non-phonetical 
words (such as ‘through’).

The aim of the test is to assess 
whether the children have a secure 
understanding of spelling rules and 
that they can apply them.



Spelling test 

example



Grammar, Punctuation and Vocabulary test

45 minutes

 There are a variety of question types

 Children need to have a secure knowledge of 

grammar, punctuation and vocabulary

 There are 50 marks available in the grammar, 

punctuation and vocabulary test.

 Marks for the spelling and grammar, 

punctuation and vocabulary test are added 

together to assess whether the child has met 

the KS2 expectations.



GPV example



GPV example
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Mathematics tests.  

Paper 1: Arithmetic  30 minutes

All questions are written number 
calculations.

Children need to show their 
working out in the space 
provided.  

This paper is worth 40 marks.



Arithmetic 

test example



Arithmetic 

test example



Reasoning papers
 Papers 2 and 3 cover reasoning and each lasts for 

40 minutes.

 Pupils will be tested on all areas of the mathematics 

curriculum e.g. shape, data handling, statistics.  

Calculation skills will be tested as well, but 

questions will be asked in context and have                      

multi-steps.

 Questions increase in difficulty.

 Children will be given protractors, rulers (cm and 

mm) and mirrors.



Reasoning test 

examples

The strategy in the 

reasoning test is to 

always use what you 

know first.

Mark on the diagram 

what you know.

There is always a 

method – guessing 

won’t work.



Reasoning 

test examples



Reasoning 

test examples



How the tests are marked
All tests will be marked by external markers.

Children need to follow certain rules to ensure that the marker is able to award 
them a mark. 

We prepare the children by following this criteria when we mark children’s mock 
papers to maximise their opportunity to succeed.

 Pupils must use a dark pencil or a pen with blue or black ink.

 Clear digit and letter formation is essential.

 If you are preparing your children at home for the tests, please encourage 
them to write their answers in the space provided. Responses in the margins 
or the grey zone will not be marked.

 Writing is teacher assessed.

 Science – a judgement is formed by the teacher based on work over the year. 
A teacher assessment judgement is made. Pupils will be ‘working at the 
expected standard’ or ‘has not met the expected standard’.



Writing

Writing is based on assessments 

throughout the year and a final 

assessment will be awarded by the 

teachers based on several pieces of 

work.



Writing assessment judgements

Judgement What it means

PKF Working at a level expected of a child in KS1 or below.

WTS Working at the expected level for a child in Y3, 4 or 5

EXS Working at the expected standard for a child in Y6 (this 

means that they have demonstrated all of the 

requirements at the expected level (including the 

handwriting requirements)

GDS Working at a greater depth standard within the expected 

level.

Children need to be able to demonstrate the skills independently.



Teacher 

assessment 

framework at 

the end of KS2 -

writing

 Children must 
demonstrate that 
they have 
achieved 
everything on this 
list in order to be 
awarded the 
expected 
standard.



Greater Depth within the expected 

standard

 Children must 

achieve 

everything on 

this list and the 

previous list in 

order to be 

awarded the 

Greater Depth 

standard



How can you support your child at home?

 Ensure your child reads every night. 

 Listen to your child read and ensure that they use punctuation effectively.

 Accelerated Reader tests to be taken at home now. The children should be bringing home a 

book to read each day. 

 Ensure that your child learns their weekly spellings.

 Use SPAG.com and maths.co.uk and complete the activities set.

 Use BBC revision games online.

 Use EdShed to play spelling and grammar games.

 Use Times Tables Rockstars

 Help your child with practical maths like telling the time, money and measures.



Most importantly…

Make sure your children are: 

Well rested

Well fed (breakfast)

Calm

Happy

Attend school everyday



Any questions?


